Robert Dillon, Jane Pounden and their children
Robert Dillon was born in Gibraltar probably in 1816, the son of a long serving member of the British Army.  His father was Michael Dillon who had joined the army in 1808 and served for 24 years in the North Devonshires.

We know little of his early life but he followed in his father footsteps and joined the North Devonshires (11th Regiment of Foot) when he was just 14 year old!  He was recruited in Portsmouth in November 1830 and in the Army record he is described as 4 feet and 111/2 inches, with brown hair, blue eyes and a fair complexion. His military record shows that although he was recruited to the 1st/11th (North Devonshire) Regiment of Foot, at some stage he transferred to Royal North Gloucester Regiment of Militia. Robert progressed to the rank of sergeant and remained at that rank for his last 10 years in the army.
In 1841 Robert married Jane Pounden in East Stoneham.  On their marriage record she describes herself as the daughter of a Dublin grocer.  The 1841 census shows Robert and Jane living Cumberland Street, Devonport alongside a number of other army families.

We can trace Roberts’s army career through the birth of his children.  His eldest daughter Mary Jane was born in Kilkenny in Ireland in 1843.  Kilkenny at that time housed a substantial British Army out post.  

In 1845 Robert and Jane and their children sailed to Australia.  It is believed (although not proven) that they had a second child - Sarah who died at sea.  It seems that Robert was initially stationed in Launceston, Tasmania - then known as Van Diemans Land, but was posted to Sydney from January 1846 to January 1847.  In March 1847 they were back in Launceston where their next child, Annie was born.  Then back in Sydney in 1848 when their son John was born.

The family returned to England and in 1855, aged 39, Robert was discharged from the army after 25 years service and became Chelsea Pensioner.  He was an ‘out pensioner’ so did not live in the Chelsea Pensioners Hospital.
He spent some time as a civilian and in the 1861 census he is recorded as the inn keeper, with wife Jane and all three children, at the White Hart in Cirencester.  But it seems that army life was where he was at home and by 1867 he was a permanent Sergeant in the Durham Militia (North). His militia record shows he was a Drum Major.  He was discharged from the Durham Militia at his own request on 14 May 1873, aged 58.
The family lived at 68a Gilesgate, Durham and appear in the Directories of the period:
- 1871 Robert Dillon Sergeant NDM (North Durham Militia)

- 1872 Robert Dillon Sergeant NDM

- 1874 to 1883 Robert Dillon musician 
During this period Jane worked as a dressmaker and milliner.

His wife Jane died in 1883 and is buried in St Giles Graveyard in Durham.  After Jane’s death Robert no longer appears in the Durham Directories and the 1891 census shows that by then he was living with his married daughter Annie and her family in Gateshead.  In 1895 Robert died of influenza in his Annie’s home at 229 Prince Consort Road in Gateshead.
M Smith

2008
Robert Dillon summary 15-7-08.doc

